“Still Small Voice” (1Kings 19:1-21)			Memory Verse: Zechariah 4:6
November 2nd, 2025					Scripture Reading: Exodus 19:16-20
[SLIDE 1]
	I am sure you have heard the phrase, “a still small voice.” You’ve likely said it yourself.  Most often, people use this phrase to reference our conscience. [SLIDE 2] But what do we mean when we talk about our conscience? Here is one popular take: [PLAY VIDEO] (Pinocchio)
	When we talk about our conscience, we are talking about ]SLIDE 3[ Jiminy Cricket, right?  After receiving life, Pinocchio wonders how he will know the difference between right and wrong. The fairy assures him that his conscience will tell him.  When he wonders what that is, ol’ Jiminy can’t help himself.  He jumps in to the conversation to explain: “Conscience is that still, small voice that people won’t listen to.” And before he knows it, Jiminy gets the job of being the puppet boy’s still small voice. The fairy knights him as “Lord high keeper of the knowledge of right and wrong, counselor in moments of temptation, and guide along the straight and narrow path.” I mean, that sounds almost biblical.  It’s a pretty good definition from a fairy tale film.
	Well, keep Jiminy in mind as we will discover the origin of the phrase “still small voice”. But first, I want to bring us up to speed about where we have been.        
Last week was the story of the big contest. [SLIDE 4] Elijah took on the 450 prophets of Baal, they each set up a sacrifice on an altar and whichever god sent fire down to consume the sacrifice, that would determine which god was the real God. Not only did Yahweh prevail in the contest, but after some intense prayers from Elijah, God also sends rain to a land and people who had been ravaged by years of drought. Basically, if I was writing the story, it would end right there.  Yahweh won, he is the true God.  The fire on the mountain and the following the rain storm are more than enough proof that everyone should follow the one true God who can bring the fire and the rain.  That’s how it should end, with everyone turning back to God and following him as they should in peace and harmony that endures forevermore. And they all lived happily ever after. That’s how I would end the story.
	But that version of the story would not take into account the princess of Sidon, the ringleader of Baal worship, the wife of Israel’s king, Jezebel. Jezebel was not at all happy with the results of Elijah’s contest.  I’m sure she appreciated the rain that followed soon after, but she was not about to let this defeat put a dent in her estimation of Baal.  She was a true believer.  And after the Mt. Carmel debacle, Elijah proceeded to put to death all of Baal’s prophets, so, it goes without saying, Jezebel was enraged.    
	Chapter 19 begins, [SLIDE 5] (READ 19:1-2) So straight up revenge here; a death threat from a very angry queen. [SLIDE 6] She is going to do to Elijah what he did to her prophets. But that should prove to be no problem.  Elijah is a servant of the true and living God.  He has called down fire.  He has brought about rainfall. Why would he have to worry about a threatening message from Jezebel? But look at verse 3: [SLIDE 7]“.” Now, it’s easy for me to sit in my comfortable office reading this story and judge Elijah here.  After all he had been through with God: declaring a drought, receiving food from ravens, a miracle of unending flour and oil, raising a widow’s son back to life, calling down fire from heaven, and bringing about storm clouds…after all of that, how could Elijah fear anything?  Is the God he serves not powerful enough to protect him from this enraged queen Jezebel? Like I said, it’s easy to judge Elijah, but who is to say what my reaction would be to receiving a death threat from the head of the Baal enterprise? It seems like Elijah is having a crisis of faith. But he is also shocked at the unrepentance of [SLIDE 8] Jezebel and Ahab. Newsflash: your team lost! That reality ought to produce some kind of effect, some change of heart. But, even after the contest on Mt. Carmel, these leaders seem to be sticking with Baal.  It sounds a lot like Pharoh, who would not bend even while being pelted by terrible plagues. That type of unrepentance truly is scary.  And so, even after all the amazing things he has seen God do, here in this moment, Elijah is terrified.
	And this is one of the things I love about God’s word.  [SLIDE 9] We always say that God’s word is true, meaning that the things it says line up with what is real.  When we open ourselves up to the Bible, we will have a better understanding of how the universe works, how human life functions and most importantly, who God is.  But in addition to being true, the bible is also [SLIDE 10] honest. The heroes of faith are broken and flawed just like you and me.  Scripture does not try to hide the fact that Elijah, an amazing, authoritative prophet of Yahweh, is ready to hightail it and run away out of fear. Through this type of honesty, scripture assures us that God is willing and able to use people, broken and flawed as we are, to accomplish his purposes. He does not require that we are perfect.  Even though Elijah has performed some flawless feats, we see here, he still has a long way to go when it comes to trusting in the power of God. 
	[SLIDE 11](READ 1 Kings 19:3-5) Elijah is depleted, exhausted and as we see here, scared for his life.  He hides out in the wilderness all alone and proceeds to throw in the towel.  “This is too much Lord!  Just kill me now!”  Again, I want to note the honesty here.  If someone came to me as a pastor and said some things similar to Elijah here, I would counsel them to take a deep breath, step back and see where they might be able to find a little bit of gratitude in their life.  “Just take my life Lord!” is probably not the greatest prayer. As I say, it shows an ungrateful heart. It doesn’t acknowledge God’s provision; it lacks faith in God’s power.  “Just take my life Lord!” May be a bit overdramatic, but it is honest. And God can always work with an honest prayer. Notice also, Elijah is not simply complaining about his stressful circumstance, but there is also here the first step in [SLIDE 12] repentance.  Elijah concludes that he is no better than his ancestors. He acknowledges the reality of sin in his own life.  This is another characteristic that God can always work with: a repentant heart.
	But, when you feel overwhelmed after a full day of taking on 450 prophets of a false god and then out-running a chariot in a long distance sprint, a great solution is to catch up on your sleep.  Elijah finds a nice spot under a bush and he crashes. [SLIDE 13] And God, the heavenly Father that he is, knows when his children are hangry…so he takes care of Elijah.  He sends an angel to rouse him and give him something to eat. [SLIDE 14] (READ I Kings 6-9) So the narrative here just mentions as a passing detail that Elijah went on a journey for forty days [SLIDE 15] and nights without any supplies or provisions.  This month and a half of Elijah’s story is zipped up into this single tiny sentence, but we do need to stop for a moment and talk through the importance of this forty-day journey.  Just like all the other numbers used in Elijah’s story, forty is also significant.  Forty days is how long it rained in the story of Noah’s ark, forty years is how long God’s people wandered in the wilderness before being allowed to enter into the promised land. Forty represents a time of judgement or trial.  A flood that destroys the earth and wandering in the desert, these are not welcomed circumstances.  They reflect God’s anger and judgment, but they also show the reality of God doing something new. He reestablishes humanity through Noah’s family; he provides a homeland for his formerly enslaved people.  And here we see a single person, Elijah, enduring a forty day fast.  It’s a time of trial that comes before God does something new.  Back in the book of Exodus, Moses also endures a forty day fast.  He ascends Mount Sinai and spends forty days alone in God’s presence there.  His trial culminates in something new.  At the end of it, he received the laws of God.  A new revelation of who God was and new instruction to his people. And just as Moses received God’s law, Elijah’s job was now to restore that law among his people.  We see forty show up in the New Testament as well. [SLIDE 16] Jesus himself endures a forty day fast alone in the wilderness, just like Moses and Elijah. And it is only after this trial that Jesus actually begins his public ministry. So again, we see God at work doing something new.  
	So Elijah embarks on his own trial here… [SLIDE 17] a forty-day journey without food, a journey to Mount Horeb, which is another name for Sinai. This is the very same place Moses experienced his fast and received a new revelation of God. This is God’s mountain and, by the time he arrives, Elijah has been emptied of all pretense, he has endured his trial, he is as desperately hungry as he has ever been, and he is primed to hear a new thing from God. And what does he hear?  A question. [SLIDE 18] “Why are you here Elijah?”
	[SLIDE 19] (READ 1 Kings 19:10-14)
	Why are you here Elijah? [SLIDE 20] Elijah gives his answer.  “It’s hopeless Lord!  Your people have abandoned you, they go so far as to kill your prophets.  I’m the last one left, but I have no strength.  What’s left but to stay here in this cave?” But God calls Elijah out of his hovel and he passes by. [SLIDE 21] There is a tornado-like wind that smashes rocks, but the Lord wasn’t in the wind. Then an earthquake, but the Lord wasn’t in the earthquake.  Than a fire, which, from earlier in Elijah’s story, we would put our money on God revealing himself in a fire. But no, the Lord was not in the fire. And these three aspects: wind and fire and quaking, are meant to bring to mind Moses again. These were all present when God met with Moses on this very same mountain generations ago. We read about this earlier in Exodus 19. When God gave Moses the stone tablets, all the people at the bottom of the mountain could see with their eyes and hear with their ears the intense glory and power of God. But this time, in the same place, God is revealing something a little different. The wind, the quake, the fire, God is not in these things this time. Then Elijah hears a whisper…thin…quiet. This is where we get the term, [SLIDE 21] “still small voice.” The whisper of the Lord makes Elijah turn up his cloak and hide his face.  The wind, the quake, the fire, Elijah can look upon those in a normal fashion…but the whisper of God, that causes Elijah to curl up, to shield himself, to hide.     
	God asks again, “Why are you here Elijah?” And Elijah gives the same answer, in the same words. So my question is, what changed? Elijah has had this unique experience of God, a new revelation.  Not the bombastic power that overwhelms the senses, but a quiet whisper that overwhelms the heart.  It’s a new side of God we have not seen much before now. And yet, Elijah seems to remain just the same.  Low, depressed, and scared. So what changed?  Elijah seems no different after his encounter with the still small voice of the living God.
	But then God gives Elijah a bit of an itinerary. [SLIDE 23] (READ 1 Kings 15-18) So, it’s back to work! Elijah has some kings to anoint and a successor to confirm.  And God makes it clear, Elijah is not alone.  There are many in Israel, seven thousand, who have not bowed down to Baal. Now again, this number seven is not to be understood necessarily in a mathematical, literal way. Seven is used in scripture as an indication of perfection or fullness. We saw this last week when Elijah was earnestly praying for rain.  He sent his assistant seven times to see if there were any developments in the weather.  Now here, seven is multiplied by a thousand to stress the point that there is a remnant, that the number of faithful people is full and that God is mindful of them all. 
	So, with his orders and with this encouraging information, Elijah gets back to work. (1 Kings 19:19-21) [SLIDE 24] So Elisha now enters the picture as Elijah’s apprentice. Much like Jesus’ disciples in the gospels, Elisha will literally follow in the footsteps of Elijah.  He will learn to do as he does and say what he says.  He will learn what it means to be a prophet of the living God. Elisha is all in.  He had bid his family goodbye, he has burned his plowing equipment and he eagerly reports for duty. “Yes sir, Elijah sir!  What is our first assignment?”
	I wonder if Elisha knew how low Elijah was just days before.  Did he realize how far gone his new boss had been? Was he aware of how much it costs to faithfully serve the Lord?  Elisha is green when it comes to serving as a prophet…he has not lived through the high highs or the low lows and for now, he is here to serve. 
	So, back to my question: ]SLIDE 25] What changed?  Elijah experiences God revealed in the still small voice, but his answer remains the same.  His attitude is the same. And from there, God gives some encouraging words.  He assures Elijah that he is not alone.  God gives some more orders and Elijah continues on following the Lord and carrying out his plan.  By no means was God done with Elijah.  He was down and out for awhile, but the call of God on his life still persists. It’s renewable. And that renewal comes through the voice of the Holy Spirit, the still, small voice.
	See, we use this term incorrectly. [SLIDE 26] And if you’ll allow me to argue with the dictionary, it is actually defined incorrectly. Dictionary.com has an entry for the term “still small voice”, and it simply says, “One’s conscience”. [SLIDE 27] Then it adds a little background. “The term comes from the Bible (1 Kings 19:12), where Elijah hears his own inner voice.” Did you catch that? They got the reference right, but they misapply what it actually says.  The still small voice that Elijah hears is not his own [SLIDE 28] inner voice. It is the voice of God, it is a voice that originates outside of Elijah.  It comes to him.  Elijah is not listening to himself in this story. God is the one communicating.  I think most people probably understand still small voice to refer to one’s own inner voice, but again, if the phrase really does come from this scripture passage, then we’ve got it all wrong.  Pinocchio hits closer to the mark.  He is literally a blockhead.  He needs guidance from beyond himself.  Jiminy Cricket is an insect, but he at least tries to guide this animated puppet through the twists and turns of life.  We are a bit like Pinocchio.  We need guidance through our life. Thankfully we do not have to rely on a chirping cricket. We are blessed to have the gift of the Holy Spirit.  When we are low, when we are exhausted and hiding out in a cave, when we are isolated and frustrated, we best not look to our own inner voice! Our own inner voice is the one that cries out, “Just kill me now Lord!” We need to keep an ear out for the [SLIDE 29] still small voice of the Holy Spirit.  God has something to say to us in those moments.  It likely won’t be flashy, or bombastic or earth shattering.  It might be a whisper.  And when we hear it, things might not change, at least not on paper.  You might feel the same, your circumstances might be the same, but the calling of God on your life will have been renewed.  And if you listen long enough, you will be given a job to do. God will reinstate you into his service. If you are down and out, listen for his voice because God is not done with you. 
	That still small voice of the Holy Spirit is the only thing that changes hearts and minds.  The big events, the extraordinary miracles, the tragedies and hardships, the tornadoes and earthquakes and fires….these things cannot change people.  The Holy Spirit does. In fact, God tells us in Zechariah 4:6, that when it comes to accomplishing his will, “Neither by power, not by strength, but by my spirit, says the LORD of heavenly forces.” Pay attention to the still small voice, and allow God’s Holy Spirit to change you.  People don’t change…Ahab and Jezebel, despite all the amazing things God had done, they did not change.  We would all like to hope that we are not hard-hearted like Ahab and Jezebel, but, I’ll say it again, people don’t change.  The Holy Spirit is the one who brings about true heart change. It’s the still small voice that comes from outside of ourselves…it reaches our ears from the mouth of God. 
	Oh Father God, please, give us ears to hear your voice. Amen.
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