“The Power of Repentance” (1 Kings 21)			Memory Verse: 1 Kings 21:29a
November 9th, 2025						Scripture Reading: Romans 7:14-25
[SLIDE 1]
	I once heard a story about a little country church whose leadership decided they finally needed to spruce up the place with a new coat of paint.  They went to great lengths choosing a perfect color: [SLIDE 2] taupe. They made sure it was a compromise, so no one was happy about it.  And one of the elders had an idea to hire a local man to do the job.  His name is Sammy, and he had recently been down on his luck.  He was willing to work and he needed the money, so leadership agreed, Sammy would do the job.  
	[SLIDE 3] Well, it was a bright and sunny day when Sammy started working and he did not get off to a great start.  In his zeal to get started he was working too quickly and accidently dumped over a brand new 5 gallon bucket of paint. [SLIDE 4]  All he could do was look on as the brownish-grayish ocean spread it way across the parking lot.  Sammy spent the next hour and a half spraying down the spill with a garden hose. And as he sprayed, Sammy got a terrible idea.  Instead of looking bad and running out of paint, Sammy decided that he could water down the stuff he had left and hopefully stretch it our enough to cover the whole job.  Who would notice the difference between taupe and watered down taupe?  I see some of you cringing already.  
	Sammy was way behind schedule, so he got to work on his plan. And about halfway through the day a sudden storm rolled [SLIDE 5] in and caught Sammy of guard.  He was up on his ladder when heavy drops of rain started pelting the still wet walls of the church.  He watched in dismay as streaks ran down the walls.  He knew his work would never hold up.  Suddenly, a bolt of lightning [SLIDE 6]sent Sammy flying in to the church lawn.  He was uninjured, but he was shaken when he heard a voice from the sky saying, [SLIDE 7] “Repaint, repaint, and thin no more.”
	     An old joke, but it is a pun, which, as we all know, is the highest form of humor.  But I want to wring more out of this joke today than just an eyeroll. The punchline, “Repaint, Repaint and thin no more” is of course lifted from scripture. It’s the message of all the prophets; it’s the message of Jesus.  God has a problem with sin, it is not okay, you all need to repent.  And I think this little pun can actually help us to understand what it means to repent.  When we repent, we commit to trying again, but this time, doing things right.  If Sammy from our joke was going to live into these words, he would go, confess what he did.  He would get some more paint, he would not fiddle with it and he would re-apply it to the walls of the church to the best of his ability.  In other words, this repentance, this second attempt, would be costly.  Sammy would have to give up his own schemes, his own ideas, his own way, in order to repent and repaint.
	If you notice, today’s message is based on [SLIDE 8]1 Kings chapter 21.  Last week we studied chapter 19 which means we are skipping chapter 20. [SLIDE 9] For whatever reason, Elijah does not make an appearance in chapter 20.  Instead chapter 20 focuses on the adventures, or we might better say, the misadventures of King Ahab. It tells of a war in which Ahab battles against the King of Aram. God allows Israel to win the battle and then Ahab just lets the enemy king go. Now, all along, we have known about King Ahab.  We have been told that he is an evil king, disobeying God more than any of his ancestors.  He married Jezabel who ardently worships Baal and he even went so far as to build a temple to Baal right there in the promised land that God had given to his people.  But even throughout the last few chapters, Ahab is more or less a lump.  His evilness is not necessarily maniacal or well thought out. He is really more lazy than anything.  And while he does not actually do much in the narrative, we will see how inactivity and being too passive contribute to the evil acts of others. 
	So as we begin chapter 21, keep in mind our little story about Sammy and repainting…er, repenting. 
	[SLIDE 10] READ (1 Kings 21:1-16) Okay, let’s stop there for a moment and clarify what is going on here.  Ahab just wants to expand his garden.  He sees a nice bit of land nearby and he tries to make a deal with Naboth, the owner.  Now everyone here is familiar with the concept of eminent domain, right? It’s the idea that the government can come and seize your property and use it for public purposes.  They are supposed to compensate the initial owner, but according to this eminent domain, the government has final say over who owns property.  Our church went through this years ago when our easement out front was dramatically pushed back by the city.  We can no longer post signs up by the roadway, but the city has eminently decreed we must post our signs much closer to the building. Well, Ahab is here trying to assert his domain, and though he does offer to compensate, Naboth refuses.  But he is not being stubborn or disloyal to the king in any way here.  Naboth refuses because the land he owns, he has inherited.  It had been appointment to his ancestors and he would see to it that the same land would go to his descendants.  That’s why we see in verse three, Naboth responds, [SLIDE 11] “The LORD forbid that I give you my family inheritance!” Naboth recognizes that God is the eminent owner of the land, and not the king.  Naboth could have taken the cash and enjoyed it, but he knows that would dishonor God’s intent.  The land is supposed to stay in the possession of each family. 
	So Ahab pouts about it and whines to Jezabel who is the real go-getter in the story. She is disgusted with the whole thing. [SLIDE 12]“Aren’t you the King?” she says. “Fine, I will take care of it.” And she sets up this whole scenario where Naboth is condemned based on lies. And King Ahab, he just sort of sits sniveling in a corner allowing Jezabel to run amuck.  When he gets the news that Naboth has been killed, Ahab sort of shrugs his shoulders and lays claim to the dead man’s land all so he could expand his garden. 
	God has seen all this happen and he intervenes in verse 17. [SLIDE 13] (READ 1 Kings 21 17- 26) We are going to stop again and just take a breath.  God declares his wrath against Ahab, and we can understand why.  An innocent man is dead for the sake of a vegetable garden!  People and lying and scheming and falsely accusing all for the sake of a vegetable garden.  God’s anger boils over and understandably so. King Ahab sees Elijah and calls him his “old enemy”, but he seems completely unaware that he had made himself an enemy of God. I want to especially focus on the words Elijah speaks in verse 20: [SLIDE 14] “You have enslaved yourself by doing evil.” 
	A few weeks ago, I made the somewhat simple point that sin makes you stupid.  Ahab lived his life steeped in sin and rejecting God’s commands, and, due to this faulty outlook, Ahab was unable to connect the dots.  He was not able to think clearly. Elijah had brought on the dreadful drought from years before and Baal, the supposed storm god, apparently had no power to bring the rain. Yet, Ahab persists in his delusion. Baal has not shown himself. He has failed in every chance he has been given, but Ahab cannot see how non-sensical his position really is.  I daresay: that is pretty stupid.  But, here in this verse, Elijah adds another layer of understanding to the fate of those who are tethered to sin.  Elijah says, “You have enslaved yourself by doing evil.” Ahab is not a king…he is a slave.  He does not have power; he is under the influence of something else. He is not free, he is shackled. Sin is wrongdoing and doing wrong things is bad, but we are pretty good at forgetting that sin has horrific aftershocks that we can’t see on the surface.  Our sinful actions might hurt others.  Make no mistake, we see clearly God’s anger here are the events that have transpired. But, even above and beyond the havoc caused by our sin, it also destroys our own hearts.  We become enslaved…and before we know it we are taking ownership of a murdered man’s vegetable garden just because we want it. Now, make no mistake, this powerlessness, this enslavement is not a matter of being victimized.  Look what Elijah says, “You have enslaved yourself by doing evil.” Our sin enslaves us to sin.  We do it to ourselves.
	So how does one break this cycle of self-enslavement?  How could someone like Ahab wisen-up and thin no more? Let’s finish off the chapter. Elijah tells Ahab all the terrible punishments that God is going to bring upon him: general disaster, cutting off all male descendants and Ahab himself will be killed in the same place the innocent Naboth’s life was ended. With all this well-deserved bad news, how does Ahab react? [SLIDE 15] READ 1 Kings 21:27-29.
	((In light of God’s judgment, Ahab repents. [SLIDE 16]  He humbles himself, he tears his robes, puts on sackcloth and fasts from food. He walked around depressed, or some translations say, meekly. He lost his air of pride and, maybe for the first time, took seriously the effects of his sin. The point is he broke the cycle!  He found some sanity, he humbled himself and let God be God. Remember, this is Ahab we are talking about. The spineless leader, the one who built a temple to Baal, the one who is specifically referred to as the most evil and disobedient king yet in all of Israel’s history. But even this infamous man, this heard-hearted, stubborn, foolish man, even someone like him is capable of turning it all around. There is power in repentance no matter how far gone you think you might be!)) God is watching over us.  He notices, he is aware of our wrongdoing, he knows when we drop the ball and bring pain upon others. He knows the state of our hearts and he weeps to see his children enslaved by sin.  But he also notices our repentance.  God can’t help but share the news with Elijah.  “Have you noticed Ahab?  He has humbled himself!  He has broken the cycle! And because he has shown sorrow, because he has repented, I will not bring this disaster upon him.” I believe God wants Elijah to know about Ahab’s new attitude because, for one, God is excited and overjoyed to see Ahab turn to him, and two, Elijah has long despaired about even getting through to Ahab.  Literally nothing has worked, not drought, not fire, but here with the threat of losing everything, Ahab’s stubbornness seems to give way.   
	That is the power of repentance.  Our humility before God changes our standing before him.  Where once we might have been under judgement, we can move ourselves into the column of blessed by humbling ourselves and changing our ways and trying again. [SLIDE 17] Repentance is powerful because it puts us right with God. But repentance is a multi-layered thing.  A while back, I signed up for a membership over at the [SLIDE 18] Mister Car Wash over on Broadway, so whenever I am up that way, I will pull in and get the car washed. I was driving with the kids the other day and, making sure the windows were rolled up, we pulled in, got a little pre-wash from the attendant on duty and sat back as the conveyer took us through a series of scrubbers and sprayers and dispensers.  Our vehicle came out the other end looking squeaky clean, tires and all.  And every time you leave Mister, you have a choice. You can follow the arrow that leads to the exit and head on home, or you can turn left and pull up next to one of the many vacuum stations [SLIDE 19] they have available. From there you just open up your doors and use their high-powered vacuum system to clean out all the garbage and crumbs and dirt and, in our case, old sandwiches and socks, for some reason there are always so many socks lying around. It’s always a great feeling to get the inside of the car cleaned out, but guess how often I turn left to take advantage of the vacuums at Mister?  Almost never.  Why?  Because it takes so much extra time and effort to clean out our vehicles. It is just too much to accomplish and I usually feel content to pull out of the parking lot just looking good on the outside. There are the outward acts, wearing sackcloth, tearing robes, carry oneself in a meek manner…but there is also inward efforts that must occur. God and Elijah both have high hopes that Ahab’s outer actions would culminate in him addressing the mess of his heart. That is always the hope.  But we are not told that Ahab returned the vineyard or called out his wife, or tried to set things right with Naboth’s family or recalled all the Baal worship he enacted.  It seems that Ahab went through the wash and turned right out into the exit without addressing the inside, without getting to the issues of his heart.    
	[SLIDE 20] But, we all know that eventually Ahab would fail. He would sin again.  We know because that is the experience of us all. It’s a constant rollercoaster.  We jump around between condemned and blessed, righteous one moment and sinful the next.  It’s easy to identify with the apostle Paul in the passage we read from Romans: [SLIDE 21] what a wretched man I am!  I do the things I hate and don’t do the things I know I should do…sin exercises power over me, I am enslaved. What should I do? What can I do? Who will rescue me? Thanks be to God, through Jesus Christ our Lord!  He offers to us a solution to our sin.  When we are willing to repent, we allow Jesus into the driver’s seat.  And he might take us through the car wash to get the outside sparkling, but the real joy of his work takes place in the heart.  With Jesus at the helm calling the shots, he is going to turn left and pull up to a vacuum station.  He is willing to do the work, to sort through whatever he might find there.  He is willing to remove, to rearrange, to restore and to renew.  
	That is the power of [SLIDE 22] repentance.  God’s call to Sammy, the church painter, is a call to all of us: Repaint, repaint and thin no more.…Stop cutting corners, and get back to work.  Stop insisting on doing it your way and just do what you know is expected. Stop trying to cover over mistakes with more bad decisions. May God look down upon on us all and comment to Elijah, “Have you noticed how Andrew has humbled himself before me?” A higher compliment could never be paid. God knows our sin…he sees it, he is aware, but he also notices our repentance.  Turning back to him is the most powerful decision we could ever make.  Amen.
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