Week 2: The Gift of Movement				Memory Verse: Luke 2:15b
Dec. 7th, 2025							Scripture Reading: Acts 17:27-31
[SLIDE 1]
	If you know anything about me, you probably know that I am not much of a sports guy.  But, I can certainly understand the appeal and excitement that comes with certain sporting events.  I can appreciate athletic feats and outstanding teamwork and who doesn’t like to witness the underdog pull out a win just before the final buzzer?  Baseball is known as America’s pastime, but, based on viewership and revenue receipts, [SLIDE 2] football seems to be our country’s sport of choice. And I can see why.  The game lends itself to big plays and impressive spectacles.  And one set-up for such a turn of events comes in the form of the punt return.  One team kicks the ball clear across the field while the other team receives it.  Will they call a fair catch, or will they try to run with it? If he runs, how far will he get?  It is a tension filled moment.  It’s the kind of thing sports fans love to be in on. 
	Take a look at this clip from a game in 2011 featuring the Arkansas Razorbacks taking on Tennessee, and the kick comes to a young man named Joe Adams.  [SLIDE 3] (PLAY  CLIP: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RxW2mL8BbOA) Now what words come to mind after seeing something like that? [SLIDE 4] Exciting, impressive, agile, smooth, untouchable, fast.  You can’t even fault the defensive players either.  They were doing what they were supposed to do, they were where they were supposed to be, but Joe Adams was just moving.  That’s the word that I want to focus on today: movement, the gift of movement.  If Joe were to catch that ball and remain standing in one place, he would have ended up being slammed into the ground.  But movement: constant, attentive, unrelenting movement kept him upright and eventually successful. Notice, in his movement, Joe loses quite a bit of ground.  He catches the ball at the 40-yard line, but ends up running backwards to the 30-yard line before he makes his move down the rest of the field.  Joe just kept moving.  And we will see how movement is a gift, because if you are moving, you cannot be stuck.
	Last week we talked about the gift of others. [SLIDE 5] We actually went back to the beginning of the bible and heard God declare that it was not good for man to be alone. Adam received the gift of Eve, but in the advent of Christmas, humanity overall receives the gift of Jesus Christ.  He is God with us, and we are never alone. Through Jesus, we humans are invited into the community that is our triune God, [SLIDE 6] Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We see the foundation of these truths laid down for us in the book of Genesis.  Likewise, this week, we are going to look back to the Old Testament as we think about God’s gift of movement. 
	We are going to land in the book of Exodus. [SLIDE 7] After God rescued his people from slavery in Egypt, he led them through the Red Sea on dry ground.  After that they were essentially lost.  They were without a home with only blank wilderness in sight.  Eventually, these lost people would receive the Law from the top of Mt. Sinai and included in that Law would be instructions for assembling a special tent. [SLIDE 8] This tent would be called the tabernacle and it would serve as a holy place where God would be present amongst his people.  It was a very specific tent and it’s main feature was it’s portability. It was designed with movement in mind.  And here, at the end of Exodus, we get filled in on how this tent served as a way for God to effectively lead his people. [SLIDE 9](READ Exodus 40:34-38)
	God oversaw all their travels. All the people had to do was look up and God’s presence would lead them to their next place of rest.  And it didn’t matter if it was day or night.  A cloud by day and fire by night ensured that there would be no confusion.  With the cloud and/or the fire, God’s people were on the move. And just like Joe Adams can’t get the ball into the endzone without movement, so for the Hebrews. There was no way to get from Egypt to the promised land without the gift of [SLIDE 10] movement. 
	Jump forward now to Luke’s gospel.  Chapter two begins with Jesus’ birth, which occurred in the overcrowded little town of Bethlehem.  Joseph and Mary had traveled there so that they could take part in the census that had been decreed by Caesar himself. But there was no room at the inn and the traveling couple had to settle for a barn which was most likely some form of a cave…it was shelter if nothing else. Mary went into labor there in those hospitable conditions and the baby Jesus was wrapped in cloth and placed in a manger, otherwise known as an animal feeding trough. Welcome into the world baby Jesus.
	The event that we focus on each and every year would have been on no one’s radar at the time.  Most likely, the crying of a newborn would have just faded into the hustle and bustle of an overcrowded town.  People chattering, animals lowing, horses clopping, wind rustling…a newborn lost in the mix. It would not have piqued anyone’s interest.  But every new baby should have some visitors, some sort of welcoming party, and God had a certain group in mind for such an occasion. [SLIDE 11] (READ Luke 2:8-18).
	It was to a group of lowly shepherds to which the angels are sent; the lowliest demographic, the most disrespected and discarded. But, inherent in the job is a sense of [SLIDE 12] movement.  The flock has to eat and once one pasture has been consumed, it’s time to move on to another one.  If a predator is suspected to be near, time to move on to another one.  If water is in short supply, time to move on to another one.  And on this night, in his wisdom God deemed these mobile shepherds to be the first evangelists.  The angels share with them [SLIDE 13] “good news of great joy that is for all people…a Savior has been born!  And here is the proof: he is going to be wrapped up in manger.”  Then suddenly, a whole choir breaks out and sings “Glory to God in the highest!” Then the sky went dark again. [SLIDE 14]
	((And these shepherds look at each other and agree: “Let’s go!  Let’s check it out!  Let’s verify this thing that we have been told.  Let’s move!” They make their way to Bethlehem, they find this baby just as he was described to them.  And then what do they do?  Before they head back to their sheep, they spread the word to anyone who would listen.  See, they had been given some insider information.  They knew something about this [SLIDE 15] baby that no one else did. This baby is the Savior, Christ the Lord.  He is the chosen one of God.  He has come to set his people free!  He is establishing an eternal kingdom! And the shepherds are saying, “Isn’t that great!  Glory to God! Yes, I know I’m just a shepherd, and yes, I do apologize for the smell.  I know I’m not the most educated but I’ve just come from the hillside outside of town. We’ve been moving all night and this great host of angels came to tell us the Christ has come…Yes, as a baby!...Yes, I know it’s hard to believe.  I guess I expected a warrior too, a strong military kind of guy, but I’m telling you that he’s just a little baby, a poor little lamb. Yes, I know I’m just a shepherd, but look at what God has done.  God is working! He has come to us! He is on the move!”))
	If it were up to me, I wouldn’t have chosen to put such wonderful news into the mouths of [SLIDE 16] shepherds.  I would have chosen some respectable folks who had authority.  Someone that people would listen to, and believe, but God knew better.  He needed a group who was not tied down, who could pivot, who could hear the angel’s words and then respond right away.  He needed some folks who were willing to move.  
	Just like those shepherds, we have been given good news to share.  We know about something that many people do not.  We know the truth about [SLIDE 17] Jesus. We know that he was born to the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilot was crucified, dead and buried and, we know, rose again after three days and he will be coming to judge the quick and the dead. This is the story we have to tell. This is the truth of the matter.  If we really understand it, it’s a powerful story – I daresay a moving story. But [SLIDE 18] are we moved by this story?  Are we moved by God’s grace? Are we willing to move toward others and share what we know? Remember, the only way to avoid being stuck is to move.  The punt has been made, the ball has landed in our hands, we can stand still wondering what to do next, or we can [SLIDE 19] run!  We can start moving!  Both our ability and willingness to move are gifts from God.  And if the shepherds can do it, so can we!
	 God is still moving. His Holy Spirit still moves like the wind. So where will you move in response?  Where is God moving you?  Is he asking you to pivot? Is he asking you to bob and weave a little bit?  Does he want you to pour on the speed and make a beeline for the endzone?  Or maybe the hardest, does he want you to take a few steps back, to loose some yards before you move forward again?  Where is God moving you?  I can’t answer that question for you.  And so often, we don’t know ourselves how God is moving us, or where he wants us to go.  And I would not bet on seeing a whole host of angels in the sky telling us what to do and where to go.  It doesn’t seem to work like that…I wish it did. And yet, [SLIDE 20] God is with us.  It used to be that His presence came like a cloud and filled a tent, but now, through Jesus, his presence fills us. God dwells within us.  God moves in us.   And, God is not silent. He has spoken in his word. The Holy Spirit is present, he reminds us of what we need to know.  And waiting on God is part of following Him as well, but in that waiting, we should never be checked out, never disinterested. Like Joe Adam on the field, he can’t move until he has the ball.  While the ball is in the air and making it’s way down, he needs to wait.  But he is paying attention, he is fixed on that ball and as it approaches, he is getting ready. He is gearing up to make a big move.  That is part of what Advent is all about.  We are waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus, but we are not only waiting, we are preparing to move.  [SLIDE 21] When Jesus comes, what action will we take?  
I’m sure you have had the pleasure, at some point in your life, of constructing and executing a domino rally. [SLIDE 22] We understand what happens when the first domino is tipped. One knocks into the next, into the next, into the next…It is a series of movements, that are all brought about by the first domino that is tipped over. Well, we can safely say that God has moved, at creation, in the tabernacle, in the birth of Jesus Christ. He has tipped that first domino.  God’s movement runs throughout all of us. [SLIDE 23] The motion of falling domines comes our way! And when it hits us, we have to respond!  We can’t just stand there.  The ball has come into our hands, and we have got to move.  God started it and we continue it.  We move toward others, we move our mouths in order to speak words of truth and grace, we move our hearts to reach out to those in need, we move our physical bodies so that we can serve others. [SLIDE 24] We move, because God moved. He moved toward sinners, to a seedy part of town, to a broken world, a place that would reject him and crucify him.  In Jesus, we see and receive the gift of movement. And, as I’ve said, thanks to that movement, we are never stuck. 
But, sometimes, it sure seems like I’m stuck. [SLIDE 25] Sometimes it seems like ruts are all I know. It seems like there is no way to move. Afterall I am bound by circumstances, bound by commitments, bound by a budget.  I am bound by my own human limitations…or am I? What if, in my bonded state, I continue to move toward the One who is unbounded. [SLIDE 26] What if I keep my head down and my knees bowed and I move toward this great God who has first moved toward me?  When all else fails, when we feel stuck, there is nothing that prevents us from making a move toward prayer. [SLIDE 27] Prayer may not help us zig or zag to the right or left, but it will move us deeper.  We will be more grounded, more connected to the God who loves us enough to send his only Son.  In a few weeks, we, as a church, are going to be asking each of you to commit to becoming people of prayer.  Come the new year, we want 2026 to be a year in which we catch the ball, break some tackles and make a move. But it just can’t happen if we are not ready for it.  So to help keep us rooted with our eyes on the ball, we are excited to bring you in on an idea called 10 at 10. [SLIDE 28] It is simply a call for each of us to pray for 10 minutes at 10 o’clock each day.  Now it might not always be possible to drop everything and pray right at 10 o’clock, but it is always possible to put in 10 minutes of prayer.  And it is always possible to start a new habit.  And it is always possible to move deeper into our relationship with God. It might be the best move of them all.  I am excited to get the ball moving and to join with you all in daily prayer. To be people dedicated to prayer means that we are paying attention.  We are keeping our eyes on the ball.  We are waiting, but in an active way. 
I think we all have some questions about where God is asking us to move, but you can rest assured about one thing: In Christ, we are never stuck.  In Christ, we have been given the gift of movement and we can join with the shepherds a say, “Let’s go!  Let’s move and confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.” Amen. 
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