Prayer as Petition: Personal Supplication			Scripture Reading: Mark 9:14-26
Feb. 15th, 2026							Memory Verse: James 1:6
[SLIDE 1]
	The Bible is full of miracle stories.  Stories about things that should not happen; impossible things that have no explanation except that God acted.  We see grand miracles like the parting of the Red Sea which allowed all the children of Israel to walk through on dry ground. We see more subtle miracles like a widow’s jar of oil the never goes empty. We see miracles of nature, like water flowing from a rock or an axe head floating on top of a river. We also see miracles of the human body.  Elijah outruns a chariot, Philip is transported to another location, Samson is given superhuman strength.  We also see healing.  This is especially evident in the story of the new formed Christian church in the book of Acts.  The blind can see the lame can walk and the deaf can hear.  In fact, there were so many miracles happening that even holding a piece of cloth that  the apostle Paul had touched possessed the power to heal.  We also read that people would sit out in the street hoping for Peter’s shadow to fall upon them that they might be healed that way.  As we read these accounts, it seems like such a wonderful time and it’s easy to get a little jealous.  Why aren’t things like that today?  Why don’t we see in our life around us the same things we read about in Acts?  I mean, no wonder the church was growing!  Who wouldn’t want to be a part of so many awesome miracle stories? I know I would.
	This morning, we are continuing in our series about prayer.  He have talked already about a good number of the different ways in which we pray.  We started of talking about praise, how we adore God in our prayers.  We talked about the aspect of waiting.  We talked about confession and what a gift it is to declare our guilt before God. We talked about praying scripture, we talked about interceding on behalf of others. And today we are going to talk about [SLIDE 2] petition, sometimes it’s called supplication, and it’s all about making requests. Now, all throughout this series I have been trying to debunk this vending machine view we tend to have of God. [SLIDE 3]  We know intellectually that God is not a vending machine and yet, spiritually, it’s easy for us to treat him that way.  Sometimes we would rather have a vending machine more than have a loving Father in heaven.  Vending Machines are efficient, you know what to expect and best of all, they are instantaneous.  Ask, receive, no fuss.  God is not like that.  I get to dictate what a vending machine does, I get to push the buttons, I have all the power, not so when it comes to my prayers.  I am not the one in charge.  I do not have the power….in fact, that is why we come to prayer in the first place…we lack the power we need.  And sometimes we need a miracle. 
	I think one of the strangest miracles stories comes from Mark chapter 10.  [SLIDE 4] And what happens in the story is not really the weird part.  But I think Jesus is kind of weird in this passage.  Let me read it for you.  (READ 46-52).
	So this is certainly a miracle story; a story of healing.  Bartimaeus is a blind man, who at that time had no sort of social structure to help him out.  No one around is going to hire him and so he sits on the side of the road and begs for a living.  Now, this story takes place in Jericho which would have been a prosperous city populated with wealthy residents. Herod even built a sort of second palace in the city he liked it so much. But like many cities even today, the wealth gap is a gaping canyon.  So the lowliest people could be found just down the next road. But in the mix of classes, people like Bartimaues hoped to seek out a living from the good natured folks around him.  
	As he sits listening to the traffic of the city passing him by, his ears perk up when, over the noise of carts and horses, he hears a name: [SLIDE 5] Jesus.  Did someone say Jesus? He listens carefully…sure enough a bit more information comes through “Jesus of Nazareth.”  He has listened on this street corner for many years and Bartimaues knows that he has heard that name before.  He knows the amazing stories related to that name, he knows the power of that name and that this is his chance.  So he begins to shout out the name that he holds so dear, but Bartimaeus adds his own title to that name: “Jesus, [SLIDE 6] Son of David, have mercy!” See, the “Son of David” title is very important.  It tells us that Bartimaeus believed that Jesus was the Messiah, the chosen One of God.  He believed that Jesus had come to save God’s people. In faith, he lets out a groan as he tries to get to his feet.  “Jesus, Son of David!  Have mercy on me!”  People begin yelling at him.  “Sit down!  Be quiet!”  But Bartimaeus doesn’t hear any of that.  He shouts all the louder, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”  
	Suddenly , someone grabs him by the arm, “Hey, he is calling you!  Get up!  He wants to see you.” So, with haltering steps, Bartimaeus makes his way to Jesus. And in his well-worn ears Bartimaeus hears the sweet voice of Jesus the Son of David, the chosen One of God, the Messiah declare healing over him restoring his sight.  That is what Bartimeaus was sure was going to happen.  And it did …kind of.  Instead of declaring healing, instead of saying some sort of prayer, Jesus asks a question, [SLIDE 7] “What do you want me to do for you?”  
	Now, I want to stop here for just a moment and observe the weirdness of this question.  Everyone in the neighborhood knows about blind Bart.  He is notoriously camped out on his particular corner collecting spare change from passersby. Everyone knows his plight, his great need, and even looking at him, Jesus would know this as well.  So why the question?  Isn’t it obvious enough what Bartemaus needs? Isn’t it obvious what he is hoping for?
	The great preacher Charles Spurgeon said, [SLIDE 8] “Asking is the rule of the kingdom…If the royal and divine Son of God cannot be exempted from the rule of asking that He may have, you and I cannot expect to have the rule relaxed in our favor.” Then Spurgeon goes on to use some examples from the stories of scripture:  “God will bless Elijah and send rain on Israel, but Elijah must pray for it. If the chosen nation is to prosper, Samuel must plead for it. If the Jews are to be delivered, Daniel must intercede. God will bless Paul, and the nations shall be converted through him, but Paul must pray.” Indeed, asking is the rule of the kingdom.  Jesus says so very plainly in his sermon on the mount in Matthew 7:7; “Ask and you will receive. Search and you will find. Knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives.”  Luke’s version adds this, “If you who are evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?” Jesus is not using symbolism. He is not speaking in some vague code.  He is teaching the plain truth: the one rule we must abide by in the kingdom…you must ask.
	So Bartemaeus stands there with Jesus in front of him.  He is crying out for the Son of David, the Chosen One of God, he has succeeded in getting Jesus’ attention and now he has been asked a question: “What do you want me to do for you?” It’s a simple question; almost rhetorical…Was he making fun of the poor man?  That doesn’t seem to fit with Jesus style.  His voice is heartfelt and genuine.  He leaves plenty of room to answer. Jesus wants this blind man to declare aloud what he seeks from God.  Jesus is enforcing the rule of the kingdom: you must ask. 
	Bartemeaus knew exactly how to answer this question, but I suspect, he spoke the words slowly and with determination.  I suspect he did not want to rush through this moment. He didn’t want to falter or studder. “Teacher, I want to see.” 
	Then comes the miracle! [SLIDE 9]  Bartemeaus is blind no longer!  Jesus, the Chosen One, the one imbued with the very power of God, has answered Bart’s feeble request. “Teacher, I want to see.”
	But there is a second part to the rule of the kingdom.  Yes, it is true we must ask, but according to Jesus here, it is not the asking that brought about restoration of sight.  Look at verse 52: “Go, your faith has healed you.” We already mentioned that Baremeous approached Jesus as more than some street magician or corner prophet.  He used the title “Son of David…have mercy!” Bartemaeus has faith that this Jesus possessed the very power of God.  Bartemaeus came to Jesus for healing because he knew that Jesus could heal.  He had no doubt, that if he could meet with Jesus, his life would be transformed. And so it was.  Yes, our Lord wanted him to ask, to make his request, but it was Bart’s faith the healed him.  The book of James is, again, very clear about this kingdom rule. James 1:6 [SLIDE 10] “Whoever asks shouldn’t hesitate.  They should ask in faith, without doubting.  Whoever doubts is like the surf of the sea, tossed and turned by the wind. People like that should never imagine that they will receive anything from the Lord. They are double-minded, unstable in all their ways.” 
	((Bartemaus was of one mind. Get to Jesus,  Get to Jesus.  Get to the Son of David who can heal.  He may have been blind, but he was not unstable.  He was steady.  He was driven. He did not doubt in the power of Jesus.
	So where are you on the continuum of doubt?  On one end Bartemeus.  He knows his need, he believes that Jesus has the answer and, by his faith, he is healed. On the other end, laundry. [SLIDE 11] Wishy washy, tumbled to and fro, back and forth, tossed about, can’t decide, stuck in a cycle and unstable in all ways.  You and I, we are somewhere in between. Let us live by the rule of the kingdom: We must ask and ask in faith!))
	I resonate with the man whom Mark wrote about just one chapter previous. [SLIDE 12] In chapter 9, a distraught man from out of the crowd comes to Jesus looking for help.  He has a son who is oppressed by a demon.  The boy is unable to speak, is prone to seizures and even tries to end his life by jumping into fire or water. This father has tried everything, even enlisting the knowhow of Jesus’ own disciples. Nothing has worked. The father pleads with Jesus, “If you can do anything, help us!” Jesus seems to be a bit taken aback. “If? If I can do anything? All things are possible for the one who has faith.” Then the father responds, “I believe! Help my unbelief.” Jesus then proceeds to expel the demon and he sets the boy free from his spiritual bondage. 
	But I suspect we all can identify with this father.  I believe!...Kind of…mostly.  I believe that I need help.  I believe that I can’t handle this situation on my own.  I believe that all my other options have failed me. I believe that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. At least I say I do…
	I don’t know where this father from Mark 9 would land on this line, but where would you say you land?  [SLIDE 13] Are you up there with Bartemeaus, convinced beyond the shadow of a doubt that Jesus has the power you need.  Or maybe you are a little more topsy turvy, a little less sure which way is up. Well, wherever you might land on this spectrum today, I can guarantee that you won’t be there tomorrow.  You are a living breathing person, and as such, you are either building your faith or you are letting it dissipate.  Before tomorrow comes you will have moved toward Bartemeaus or toward the washing machine [SLIDE 14].  The hope of course, is that you will not be in the same place tomorrow because your growing your faith, your are building a stronger foundation of which to stand. The life if faith is a journey, and we build our faith over time, as we experience the goodness of God, as we continue on in our prayers and making our requests, as we grow in our understanding of scripture and as we spend time with God’s people. We are all moving along this line, but the question is which way?  
	Our hymnal contains many great songs of faith, songs that are meant to strir your faith and nudge you in the direction of Bartemaus. But I wanted to share with you probably a lesser known hymn that expresses in very honest terms where most of us find ourselves. It hymn number 505 and it’s called [SLIDE 15] “When Our Confidence is Shaken.” (READ verse 1, 3 and 4)
	God knows where we land on this line. God knows we have some maturing to do.   God knows we fumble our requests. But when our confidence is shaken, know that God is active in the tensions, he is there in our discipline of praying, as a our faith is maturing.  He has given us our eternal answer to the eternal question “Why?”: [SLIDE 16] Jesus hanging on a cross. He is what we cling to, what we hold on to.  Blind Bartemaues and that distraught father, they did not yet have the cross as an answer.  We do.  We are blessed to know Christ crucified and risen again. Truly, when our confidence is shaken, he is the only answer we will ever need.
	May we in this faith maturing be content to live and die.  Be content in Christ but only if you are living out a faith that is maturing, be content only if you are inching toward a Bartemeaus faith.  Be content in Christ only if you continually follow the rule of the kingdom: Ask and ask in faith! Amen 	
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