Prayer as Singing: Melodic Worship		Memory Verse: Psalm 96:1-2
March 1, 2026					Scripture Reading: 2 Chronicles 20:1-23; 28-30
[SLIDE 1]
	In case you were wondering, in high school, I was not much for athletics.  I was pretty much cut from most teams that I tried out for.  In fact, in my whole life, I can think of only one time I actually sunk a basketball through the hoop during an actual game.  That’s right…one basket…I think it was fifth grade. It sure felt good through.  Sports wasn’t my thing, but I was able to sing well enough to be a part of the [SLIDE 2] choir.  And let me tell you, even as a choirboy I got my fair share of time on the court….before the game…singing the national anthem. If you attend a sporting event, any sporting event at all, before things kick off, you will likely be invited to stand, put your hand over your heart and face our nation’s flag.  Then either a choir, or a soloist or a recording will come over the speakers and for the next few moments, everyone will be engaged in song.  Some will just listen and some will sort of sing under their breath, but isn’t it interesting that we pay homage to our flag with an anthem?  And it’s not just a chant or a recited motto; it is a full-fledged song, a rather complicated and involved song.  It is one thing to have a national song, something that commemorates our history and outlines our values, but what does music have to do with sports? Why do we insist on singing even during an athletic event?
	We actually incorporate [SLIDE 3] music into a lot of strange places. Birthday parties have their own song, weddings and funerals, the beginning of every TV show plays a theme, we all have a radio of some sort in our vehicles to add music to our drive, we sing lullabies to babies and, of course, we sing songs on purpose right here in church. If you are anything like me, the choirboy, you always have a melody or rhythm of some sort bouncing around in your head. 
	Music is an important part of our lives.  Even if you never go to a concert, or don’t listen to music by choice, everyone engages with singing at some point. No one likes all forms of music, but everyone can appreciate some form of music.  And I believe the reason we humans like to make melodic sounds is because we were simply created to do so!  Like birds tweeting away in the trees, humans were made to make a joyful noise as well.  And we have come up with so many different ways of making noise.  My favorite of course is the [SLIDE 4] drums, which is more or less noise it it’s purest form.  But beyond guitars and pianos we use [SLIDE 5] brass and woodwinds, hundreds of varied stringed instruments and of course, the most common instrument of all, the human voice. [SLIDE 6]
	We might not all be choirboys.  We might not all enjoy singing, but it cannot be denied that the human voice was made to express, to declare, to verbalize.  And what higher use for our voice can there be than to use our voice to praise the Lord.  The Psalms demand it of us. Psalm 96: [SLIDE 7] “Sing to the LORD a new song! Sing to the LORD, all the earth! Sing to the LORD! Bless his name! Share the news of his saving work every single day!”  Psalm 98 similarly says, [SLIDE 8] “Sing to the LORD a new song because he has done wonderful things! His own strong hand and his own holy arm have won the victory!” 
	So there is much emphasis on singing but notice also the nature of the songs we are to sing…a [SLIDE 9] new song! The idea here is not that we can’t have favorite songs that we like to revisit, but rather it’s the fact that God is so good, his marvelous works are never ending.  The prophet Jeremiah wrote that God’s mercies are new every morning!  There is always something new to celebrate and to be thankful for, and so while we can have certain favorites, we are to open ourselves and be willing to sing a new song, a song that commemorates God’s goodness in new ways.  
	And I must say, that is what the church has been doing since Jesus ascended back into heaven.  Disciples have been ever-busy writing new songs in order to praise our God in new ways. Worship music takes form in every imaginable genre, and God is honored when his people use their musical skills and talents and choose to praise his holy name. 
	But, in the end, musical worship has nothing to do with musical talent. Certainly, the playing field is not level. Some people are tone deaf while others have perfect pitch.  Some people just have a mind for melody while others are just not that interested.  But, whether you are musically inclined or whether you would rather do without it, there is no doubt that Christianity, and even Old Testament Judaism, are tightly tied to music. 
	The [SLIDE 10] Psalms serve as a songbook for God’s people and anyone raised in a Jewish home would have had music ingrained into their lives and music would have been a foundational part of their faith.  This backdrop of music would have been embraced and even enhanced as the Christian church began to take formation.  Jesus himself leads some singing to close out his last supper with his disciples. [SLIDE 11] Matthew 26:30 says, “Then, after singing songs of praise, they went to the Mount of Olives.” Later, when Paul and Silas were placed in prison, we read in the book of Acts that, in the middle of the night, they were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. That last part is key.  These men were in no way trying to keep their faith to themselves.  They might have been rather annoying to some, but the context here seems to indicate that the singing of Paul and Silas proved to be encouraging to those imprisoned in the damp, dank Philippian jail. Their songs provided hope in that place.  And it seems obvious that these men had no songbooks or instruments.  They had no worship leader.  They simply had a repertoire of songs embedded in their hearts and minds.  They likely sang words straight from scripture or they maybe even made up some melodies as they sat in captivity. [SLIDE 12] ((That same apostle urges the Christians in Ephesus to, “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord.”  Music that comes from the heart might be a pretty foreign idea to many of us.  Making music from the heart is the job of musicians and artists and songwriters.  And while the ancient Israelites had people specifically serving as musicians, they also lived in a culture in which music was second nature.  As I stated before, everyone of us is gifted with an instrument…our voice. It may not be finely tuned, but it is still an amazing piece of equipment. And God is glorified when you praise him with your voice even if it might be a bit off-key.)) 
	I believe God has given this world the gift of music to be used in the worship of our Creator. But these days, we have applied this gift in many other ways. [SLIDE 13] As mentioned earlier, we use it in important rituals, weddings, birthdays, we use it at sporting events, we use it in television and movies to enhance the emotional impact of a scene.  We use it in entertainment and as artful expression.  We use it as a means to keep our minds busy while we drive or do chores around the house.  None of these applications are bad per se, but they do tend to dilute and diffuse the real weight and power of music itself. Music does not belong to the professional composers and famous rock stars, it has been given to you and to me, to be used in the quiet of our own hearts and to be used with whatever voice God gave us.  Music has been given to you and me so that we can sing a new song from the heart in worship and gratitude of our great God. 
	[SLIDE 14] But singing new songs to the Lord is more than just a tool to adjust our emotions and make us feel better, it is more than a psychological booster. Praising God through song does have a spiritual component, it is no less than a weapon in our arsenal, a means by which we can come against the schemes and plans of the devil.  We underestimate the ways our physical world and the spiritual world interact.  They are much more pliable than you might assume.  We like to live by what our eyes can see, but with music as a weapon, with a new song we take to God in prayer, amazing things happen…change comes to our world. 
	A few minutes ago, I mentioned Paul and Silas singing in jail, [SLIDE 15] expressing their faith and confidence in God.  They sang out and everybody heard and what happened? Miraculously there was a great earthquake, the foundations of the jail were shaken, the doors were opened and the bonds of the prisoners were loosed!  Now, one might argue that the book of Acts does not specifically say that this miracle came about because of the songs that were sung, but I think we are safe to say that there is certainly some connection.  Paul and Silas possessed and expressed an unshakeable faith.  They were undeterred and committed to praising God in any and every situation. Their musical worship brought about the change they were hoping for. 
	Let us look to one more example.  This one is from the Old Testament. It’s found in 2 Chronicles chapter 20 and involves [SLIDE 16] King Jehoshaphat of Judea, one of the good kings who actually tried to be faithful to the Lord.  One day a messenger came with some terrible news.  There was a great army coming out of Edom to attack Judah. In his alarm, Jehoshaphat’s first reaction was to seek the Lord.  He calls for a fast and he prays. Though all the odds are against them, Jehoshaphat leads his people into battle with all his confidence in the Lord. But he implements a very interesting means of attack. When the day pf battle came, Jehoshaphat encouraged his people to trust in God and the words he had spoken through his prophets and then he appointed a troop of singers, the choirboys, to hit the court.  The singers were the ones to lead the army into battle.  Like a rendition of the national anthem that comes before a sporting competition, these singers led with praise and worship before the clash of battle. These are the words they sang, “Give thanks to the LORD, for his steadfast love endures forever.”
	Last week, when we were talking about [SLIDE 17] giving thanks, we talked about the nature of God’s love and how we want to express gratitude for his love in specific ways. And in that discussion we came across a very important Hebrew word, [SLIDE 18] hesed, which is often translated as “love” but it holds much more meaning that our English word love.  Well here, in Judah’s song, we see the term again, this time rendered as “steadfast love”.  But I just wanted to highlight the nature of this important concept because it is so often used to describe who God is and his nature. If you remember from last week we said hesed has two important dimensions that we need to know about: First, it is a love rooted in covenant, it is based on promises, there is no wavering in it.  And secondly, hesed is a love that takes action.  It will never just stand by.  So God is a God who holds to his promises and who takes action. And Jehoshaphat places all his hope in this God.  And that hope is then expressed in this song that they sing as they march into battle. “Give thanks to the Lord, for his hesed  endures forever!”    
This song was not only an emotional and motivation boost for the soldiers, it was also a spiritual weapon intended to bring about victory. And verse 22 reports, [SLIDE 19] “When they began to sing and praise, the LORD set an ambush against their enemies.” It turned out that the armies marching against Judah started to turn on each other.  Alliances among their enemies miraculously broke down and verse 23 concludes, “they all helped to destroy one another.” Jehoshaphat and his army did not even have to fight that day!  They were prepared, they were geared up for a fight, they had their swords and shield ready, but they also implemented their most powerful weapon…lifting up a song of praise. 
	St. Augustine is credited as having said, “He who sings prays twice.” Melodic worship added into our prayer times is a component that would be worth our recovering.  It may feel a bit out of the norm, but I think, if you were to really try it in your personal prayer times, you will find that melody and prayer goes hand in hand. [SLIDE 20] Music can enhance our prayers and provide a level of spiritual ammunition that we might not have experienced before. Part of the reason we come to God in prayer is because we want to see change in our world, we want to see situations changed and people’s hearts changed.  We come to God in prayer because we need him.  A song of praise sung out of a joyful heart comprises a powerful weapon that we do not want to discard. 
	Maybe our sporting events have more parallels to the spiritual reality that surrounds us then I had previously thought. Before the contest, before the battle, the choir takes the field to sing a song, an anthem of loyalty and confidence, an emotional boost to the players and the crowd.  If music has such power in a sporting event, how much more effect does our worship song of praise and thanksgiving have in the spiritual realm? 
	If someone were to come in here and start blasting Taylor Swift songs through our sound system, it would not be long before I make my way out of the room. I do not like that kind of music, I would not want to hang around to hear it.  In the same way, when we sing a song in the power of the Holy Spirit filled with truth about who God is and giving thanks for what he has done, Satan heads for the door.  He can’t stand listening to a prayer sung from the heart.  He would rather leave than listen to such racquet.  So, lift up your voice and sing!  Sing loud and proud before you go into battle.    
I want to close this morning with some words from Pastor John Piper. When it comes to melodic worship in our prayers, he said, “Some of you are thinking that right now: ‘I can’t sing.’ That’s not true. You can sing. Everybody in this room can sing. Not everybody can sing well, and not everybody can lead, and not everybody can perform, and not everybody can stay on the notes. But everybody can sing.” Let us take up our weapon and use the instrument God gave us to drive Satan out the door.  This is how we fight our battles! Amen. [SLIDE 21]
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