Prayer as Anthem: Declared Victory    			Memory Verse: Matthew 28:5-6
April 5th, 2026							Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-5
[SLIDE 1]
Happy Easter! He is Risen!
	We’ve made it! Through the solemn days of Lent, through the upheaval of Holy Week, through the horror of the cross, through the valley of the shadow of death, through the ghastly silence of the grave, through the confusion and anxiety, the waiting and wondering what will happen next.
	The disciples had scattered.  They feared for their lives.  Their teacher was gone now. But he was much more than that.  They had called him Lord, they upheld him as the Messiah, the Chosen One of God.  In fact they even said that he was the Son of God!  But here he was now…another big talker in the grave.  It seems he had said too much…
	At that point, the disciples had to go into hiding.  Not only were they in danger for their own lives, but the sheer embarrassment was enough to drive them into the shadows.  How could they face friends and family again after being so sure of something?  All their faith had been placed in Jesus, they were sure he was going to bring in a new regime, a new type of kingship…finally Israel would be in charge and everyone else would finally bow before the wisdom and power of Yahweh and his chosen people. 
	But, the value of a king lasts only as long as they sit on the throne and this “king” had not even gotten that far. No army, no plans for revolution, not even a sense of organization at the grassroots level.  Jesus may have been a great teacher and an impressive miracle worker, but when it came to establishing a kingdom and overthrowing an empire…well, there is nothing else to say, except that Jesus was a failure. He did sort of choose a successor.  At one point, he called Peter the Rock and he said that he would build his church upon him…Peter was sold out for the cause, we can give him that, but he was just a fisherman and, though he hated the Romans as much as anyone, Jesus left him with nothing to work with.  A small band of misfits, poor, ill-equipped, with no influence…what was a fisherman supposed to build with that?
	[SLIDE 2] Ill-equipped…no influence…as I even write those words I can’t help thinking about my own life. As I survey the world and our culture in general, do I see the kingdom of God in force?  Do I see Christ on the throne?  Do I see God glorified?  Or do I see strife and chaos?  Do I see oppression and injustice?  Do I see bad guys getting away with their crimes?  Do I see false teaching and division even within the Church?  Do I see Christians hiding away in the shadows ashamed and afraid to admit that they once loved and served Jesus? The disciples struggles with many questions we still ask today.
	[SLIDE 3] Where is the victory?  So much tastes like defeat. 
	But then comes Sunday morning. The women go to the tomb to attend to the body of Jesus.  They are overcome with sadness as they make their way to the place where he was buried.  The woman journey alone because likely the men in their circles are too afraid and ashamed to show their face out of doors. After all, everyone knew that guards had been placed at the tomb. But there at the mouth of the tomb, instead of defeat, the women are faced with new life [SLIDE 4], new hope, and new joy!  We read in Matthew 28:1-10 (READ).  
	So I want to take a moment to consider this Easter morning from the perspective of the [SLIDE 5] disgraced and dejected disciples.  Because, once again, we are, in large part, in the same boat. We are with them asking the same questions.  It’s easy for us to feel the same sense of fear and defeat.  It’s easy for us to even ask, what happened to Jesus?  Where is he? What about all the promises he made? All the things he said? What if I were one of those disciples?
	So let’s take a look at the events that occur. [SLIDE 6] First, the women gather supplies and decide to actually go to the tomb.  It is not advisable, but they feel compelled to do so and there is no stopping them. The men around them sort of sigh. “Okay fine, but you’re only asking for trouble…we should probably brace ourselves for action…we may have to completely leave Jerusalem.” [SLIDE 7] Second, Matthew says there was a great earthquake. It’s difficult to say if that was a common occurrence for the region.  But even on a fault line, no earthquake is treated as common or normal and certainly an earthquake does not signify anything good happening…Just more potential destruction in an already bad week. But now we also have this strange report from the women: [SLIDE 8] a sealed stone rolled away from the tomb complete with some passed out guards. How could that have happened?  The women could not have accomplished such a feat on their own. [SLIDE 9] They say that they have seen an angel, but people see things when they are under stress.  And more than that, they also say that they met Jesus, that he is alive, that he is going to Galilee.  Must be wishful thinking.  I wish it were true, too.  
	Eventually, Peter and John make their way to the scene of the event and see for themselves the empty tomb, [SLIDE 10] but even while standing there, in the very middle of the evidence, they do not conclude that Jesus had risen.  From their perspective, you wouldn’t want to take a hysterical woman at her word. There must be more to the story. 
	Well, it soon becomes undeniable. [SLIDE 11] Jesus does show up in Galilee and he speaks to his disciples much like he did in the old days, and he has the wounds of his ordeal on the cross to dispel any doubt: his hands, his feet, his side! It is true! There is no other conclusion! Jesus had risen! Then after 40 days, Jesus goes back up to heaven and leaves the whole kingdom of Heaven thing to these disciples, who again are ill-equipped with no influence.  Does that sound like a good plan?
	Well, Easter is not too far from Christmas. What do I mean by that? One of the utterly amazing things is that the Almighty God, Creator of the Universe, took it upon himself to step into our world in order to save us. [SLIDE 12] But his coming did not take place in the clouds for everyone to see.  His coming did not take place in palaces or seats of power, his coming was about as inconspicuous as possible.  A birth that took place in the stable of a backwater town to an impoverished couple who were just barely recognized as married. Some angels came to announce what was going on but their audience was a group of shepherds whose very presence was off-putting in proper society.  This was the grand miracle of Christmas. 
	And Easter follows suit. Again there is an angel, but his audience is still less than ideal: a couple of mourning women. There is an empty tomb, some dumbfounded guards and a bunch of people scratching their heads but…it all happened rather quietly.  Jesus did not explode out of grave with any fanfare.  He did not parade himself through the streets of the capital saying “I told you so!”  He did meet up with his friends, he reassured them, he blessed them, but then, just like that, we was gone from the face of this earth.  The greatest miracle that ever happened and that could ever happen came like a flicker of light in a dark room…hardly anyone noticed. Sure, the Jewish leaders may have been in a panic and the Roman authorities may have been rocked onto their heels, but to the hum drum merchant selling goods in the streets and the mother taking care of her kids and the farmer heading out to plow another field, [SLIDE 13] Easter morning passed them right by.
	The greatest miracle that ever happened and that could ever happen barely made a splash in terms of historic events. But the greatest miracle that ever happened and could ever happen would ripple out from that small splash and make it’s impact through the power of testimony.  The greatest kingdom that has ever been and could ever be is not of this world.  It will be bult in the hearts of men and women who hear the good news of Easter morning from someone who believes it. Like Christmas morning and like Easter Sunday, God’s victory is quiet and sure. The signs are there, the proof is available, but you have to look for it.  It is not written in the clouds.  It is not broadcast on every channel. It is nothing the world will understand or accept. [SLIDE 14] The Easter story will be made known through the power of testimony. So where is the victory? It might be helpful to take a look at what victory is not:  Broad appeal and widespread acceptance is not what victory looks like in the Kingdom.  Cultural influence and governmental power is not what victory looks like in the kingdom.  Easy street and high finance is not what victory looks like in the kingdom. 
	So what does victory in God’s kingdom entail? There are many passages we could consider to help answer this question, but this morning I would like to focus on one…It comes from the apostle Paul, from his letter to the church in Colossae.  He says this in chapter 2 verses 13-15 [SLIDE 15] (READ): This is what Easter victory looks like and we are going to take it one clause at a time: [SLIDE 16] “When you were dead because of the things you had done wrong and because your body wasn’t circumcised”…So, let’s be clear about what Paul is saying: He says we are dead and yet we have done wrong things. So how can you do something wrong while you are dead.  It is the same question Nicodemus asks Jesus in John’s gospel, “How can I be born again when I am already so old?” We know both Jesus and Paul are talking about a spiritual reality.  In our wrongdoing, we are spiritually dead: cut off from God and lost in sin.  Our physical bodies are plugging along just fine sinning all the way.  Paul mentions our uncircumcised bodies, this just means that we are not of Jewish decent, we are not born as part of God’s chosen people. Physically, genetically, we are on the outs.  So Paul’s point is that when it comes to victory, we are spiritually and physically doomed.
We have no chance.  
But the passage goes on, [SLIDE 17] “God made you alive with Christ and forgave all the things you had done wrong.” Now, since the problem is both spiritual and physical the solution then needs to be both spiritual and physical.  With Christ we have been given spiritual life and with Christ we can find forgiveness of physical and tangible sins. Which sins by the way?  All the sins, all wrongdoing! Paul continues, [SLIDE 18] “He destroyed the record of the debt we owed, with it’s requirements that worked against us…” 
Let me give you a picture of what this looks like: [SLIDE 19] On my first home that I purchased as a young man I had a special first-time homebuyer mortgage in which I would make “interest only” payments. Every month I would pay my bill but that money would only cover the interest on the overall money that I owed the bank so my principle was never touched. It was a silly setup. I would pay my bills with nothing to show for it.  I was not actually working toward purchasing anything, I was basically renting my own home from myself. The mortgage itself was working against me. This is the way sin works. [SLIDE 20] We owe a debt that we can never pay.  Try as we might, doing all the good deeds we can, we could never make headway on what we owe.  No matter what we do, no matter how often we pay, the debt still remains. We can’t even touch the principle…but our passage goes on: “He cancelled it,” [SLIDE 21] that is, our debt, “by nailing it to the cross.” This would be the equivalent of my father, noticing my struggles with this bad mortgage, coming to take matters into his own hands. As a good father, he wants to deliver his son from the clutches of this bad deal, but he does not just come in to pay for my home outright.  What Jesus did on the cross is like my dad coming in to buy out Wells Fargo itself.  My father now owns the entire banking company and I, as his son, have nothing to worry about…my home and every possible home thereafter is entirely covered, forever. My debt has been cancelled, and the blood of Jesus purchased the entire system that once kept me as a slave working and working with no progress made.  The next clause says: [SLIDE 22] “When he disarmed the rulers and authorities, he exposed them to public disgrace by leading them in a triumphal parade.” So again, Paul speaks about the spiritual rulers and authorities of this world.  Christ has disarmed them, rendered them powerless and ineffective….much like the disciples felt on that day after Jesus’ death…much like we might feel now… 
	But what about this parade? “He exposed the authorities of this world to public disgrace in a triumphant parade.” What parade? What is Paul talking about here? Did I miss something?
	Well we can safely say that Paul knew nothing about the fourth of July, or decorated floats slinging out free candy, but even still, there is a connection.  We celebrate with a parade on Independence Day, the day when our continental congress officially declared themselves to be free of British Rule.  It’s a freedom we have celebrated 249 times now and we will do again this summer with the community gathered along the streets to take in the sights and sounds of our celebratory parade.
	Well, in Paul’s day parades were put together to celebrate victory as well. [SLIDE 23] After a military victory, the commander of the army would suit up in his finest garb, make ready his most regal steed, and with his best parade wave, we would strut into the city as the grande finale of another Roman triumphal march.  The survivors of the defeated army would be displayed through the streets as they walked toward the temple of whichever god they were being led to. The opposing king would follow behind while the citizens of the city shouted in praise of their defeat. Then behind him came the hero of the day, the glorious general, the powerful victor who had won the battle and brought safety and security again to the people. Once at the temple, the Roman commander would then execute his enemies in a public display of final dominance.  
You can imagine the excitement and joy that people would have to know that they are part of a powerful country.  You can imagine the respect given to the leader of the army.  You can imagine the celebration.  Paul uses this image of a parade to explain how Easter works. [SLIDE 24] The powers of darkness, the principalities of this world have been utterly defeated.  They walk in misery and hopelessness and behind them come Jesus the great victory, the one who delivers his people into safety.  We can have all confidence in Him and we give him the glory for his decisive victory.  It’s not to hard to relate to Paul’s idea of a parade. 
But, there is a disconnect.  Paul clearly says that Jesus exposed these rulers and authorities to “public disgrace.” That seems pretty key to the idea of a parade…it is always public.  And that is where you and I come in.  Jesus’ glorious victory was a victory over spiritual powers and demonic forces.  This makes it no less real, but the reality of what happened goes unseen by the human eye.  The reality of Easter overturns things in the spiritual realm, unknown and unseen by the general public.  I conclude then, that we are the parade! [SLIDE 25] The Church of Jesus Christ on this earth, we are to be the public display of celebration, we are to be the ones bringing him glory and praise, we are to be the ones shouting about and making known the spiritual reality of Easter that changes our eternal destiny.
[SLIDE 26] As I mentioned, Christmas and Easter were historical events that happened largely under the radar.  But we are the Church, we are the ones to take public the importance of these things that have happened. Christ has died, Christ has risen, and we are the ones lining the streets, celebrating as he prepares to come back in his glorious victory. We are the welcoming party, we are the public display, we lift up our voices as an anthem of victory, today and always. We make certain that the events of Easter morning do not just pass by, rather, we make the story known through the power of our testimony. We celebrate Christ’s victory!  We live in it!  We speak about it!  We let everyone know our triumphal King is coming. Amen.    
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